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1.0 Introduction 

 

The Greater Victoria Compost Education Centre (GVCEC) is a project of the Victoria 

Compost and Conservation Education Society, a not-for-profit, charitable organization. It is 

located in Victoria at 1216 North Park Street. Started in 1992 by the Fernwood Community 

Association, the GVCEC provides composting and conservation education to Capital 

Regional District residents with the goal of reducing waste and improving local soils through 

the use of compost. The GVCEC promotes pesticide free gardening as a means of reducing 

the health and environmental effects of chemical gardening practices as well as promoting the 

health, environmental and social benefits of local food production.  

 

 

 

2.0 2010 Highlights 
 

 

2.1 Earned Media 

 

The GVCEC has continued to focus on increasing our profile and exposure through earned 

media opportunities. We have increased the number of articles we write for local publications 

such as Hillside Quadra News, Saanich Our Backyard, Fernwood Village Vibe and Island 

Parent. Throughout 2010 we were fortunate to have Steve Carey, a journalist for the Times 

Colonist‟s „Reduce, Reuse and Rethink‟ column, write several articles highlighting our 

SLUGS: Sustainable Living and Urban Gardening Skills for Youth Program, compostable 

plastics research and Centre services. We have continued to establish remote displays which 

promote our services and educational programs. Throughout the year we had displays at Shaw 

Ocean Discovery Centre in Sidney, Salt Spring Island Farmer‟s Institute and Pender Island 

Fall Fair. Our two major events, the Organic Plant Sale held in May and Pumpkin Smash held 

in November, continued to attract a lot of earned media. At our 7
th

 annual Organic Plant Sale 

The GVCEC’s services include: 

 

 Composting hotline 

 Community education outreach program 

 School programs 

 Composting supplies for sale 

 Public workshops and site tours on the topics of composting, organic gardening and 

local food production 

 Compost Educator Volunteer Training Program (CEP) 

 Demonstration composting and organic gardening area equipped with descriptive 

site signs allowing visitors to take a self-guided tour 

 Resource library 

 Quarterly newsletter 

 Website 

 Straw bale building- a showcase for alternative buildings, the location of on-site 

workshops, and a meeting location for other community groups 
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Crowds buy plants and enjoy the live music at our 

Organic Plant Sale 

 

we earned media from the Black Press Green Guide  and Fernwood Village Vibe and with our 

6
th

 annual Pumpkin Smash we earned media from CFAX-1070, Times Colonist, Victoria 

News, Monday Magazine, Village 900, the Ocean, JACK FM, SNAP, CHEK News, and A 

News.  

 

 

2.2 Community Events & Education 

 

6
th

 Annual Pumpkin Smash 

At the GVCEC‟s 6
th

 Annual Pumpkin Smash, residents of the 

CRD brought their jack-o-lanterns to our giant compost bins 

rather than sending them to the landfill. More than 1,100 

residents brought their jack-o-lanterns to smash at the Cloverdale 

and Fairfield Thrifty Foods on November 6
th

 the Hillside Thrifty 

Foods on November 7
th

, where children enjoyed our Pumpkin 

Bowling and Jumpin‟ Jack Smash games.  Over 8 tonnes of 

pumpkins was diverted from the landfill,an impressive amount 

despite Admirals Walk Thrifty Foods having to decline from 

hosting the event due to store renovations. Pumpkin Smash was 

sponsored by Thrifty Foods, the CRD, A-Channel,  Monday 

Magazine, and Ellice Recycle. Thanks to the Environmental 

Sustainability Department of the CRD for the 10 Green Cone 

food waste digesters raffled off by the Centre through a draw at 

the event. 

 

 

 

7
th

 Annual Organic Plant Sale  

Over 1,085 people attended the 

GVCEC‟s 7th Annual Organic Plant 

Sale held on May 15th (compared to 

1,000 in 2009 and 850 in 2008) the 

only all-organic plant sale in Victoria!  

This market style event featured a 

variety of hard to find, organically 

grown annual and perennial veggie 

starts, seeds, native and ornamental 

plants. The event gave visitors an 

opportunity to support local growers 

while providing the Centre with a 

valuable fundraising opportunity that 

also serves to raise our profile. A live 

bluegrass band played and free courses 

on growing the best tomatoes and salad 

greens were offered in the Strawbale building. Visitors learned more about the demonstration 

site, composting, and organic gardening while at the event. 

 

Our Pumpkin Smash Mascot 
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A volunteer educator talks compost with a classroom 

Education Programs 

In 2010 we developed and launched a new middle school program called „Soil Sleuths‟ for 

grades 4-8. This workshop allows the students to explore the complexity of soil and its 

ultimate importance for our planet and food systems. The workshop is divided into two parts; 

Part one looks at the history of soil, gives students the opportunity to become detectives and 

crack the case of a missing people on a mysterious island using clues from the soil while 

creating their own soil experiment. Part two investigates the secrets of soil stewardship and 

discusses how the students can take action in their own school to protect this valuable 

resource. We also ran our much anticipated and successful SLUGS: Sustainable Living and 

Urban Agriculture Skills for Youth Program from February-September 2010. Participants 

attended workshops on designing a backyard food garden, building greenhouses, keeping 

chickens and rainwater harvesting to name just a few. The youth have grown a wide variety of 

food in their gardens, from annual fruits and vegetables to perennial root crops, cover crops 

and fruit trees and have shared their skills and expertise with their community and peers. On 

September 26th, we held a SLUGS Harvest Celebration with a potluck feast, live music, barn 

dance, apple-bobbing and a celebration of everyone who had been a part of the first year of 

our SLUGS youth program. 

         

   
SLUGS participants Building a cloche 

 

 

 

 

New ‘Green’ Transportation 

Thanks to a generous donation from one of our 

members, we were able to purchase a 

lightweight bike trailer to transport our teaching 

materials and outreach displays to schools and 

community events. This has helped us to reduce 

our carbon footprint even more and saved us 

money from vehicle rentals! The trailer will 
also be used to deliver donated produce from 

our Plant a Row -Grow a Row program.  
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2.3 Summary of Programs and Services 

 

 
 

Compost Hotline   

 The total number of calls to the hotline/emails was 3,717 which is a 16% increase 

from 2009 and a 42% increase from 2008.  

 The compost hotline calls and emails were answered by staff and volunteers from  

Wednesday - Saturday 10am-4pm from January –November. 

 Calls to the hotline outside of office hours were recorded and returned. 

 

Demonstration Site  

 The total number of visitors to the site was 2,235 which is a slight decrease from 2009 

(2,240). 

 The demonstration site was open Wednesday–Saturday 10am-4pm from   

January –November. 

   

On-Site Workshops and Events 

 84 workshops/events (not including schools programs), our highest ever number, were 

hosted at the GVCEC.  

 1,746 people participated in these workshops and events, a 12% increase from 2009 

and a 26% increase from 2008. 

 Some workshop topics included: Advanced Composting, Mason Beekeeping, Build 

the Best Soil, Food Preservation, Chickens in the City and Urban Homesteading. 
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September participants in our Compost Educator  

Volunteer Training Program (CEP) 

Website 

 The GVCEC‟s website, www.compost.bc.ca, provided information to website visitors 

on how to compost and live more sustainably. It also contained information on the 

GVCEC‟s programs, funders, upcoming events, and products sold.  

 In 2010 there were 14,799 unique visitors to the website. 

 

Community Outreach Program 

 Volunteers and staff attended 37 community events in 2010, an increase of 37% 

from 2009, reaching a total of 8,605 people. Events attended included: Seedy 

Saturday, Organic Islands Festival, Hartland Landfill Open House, Sidney Health Fair, 

Spring Home Show,  CFB Esquimalt Environment Fair and Salt Spring Fall Fair . 

 

Schools Program 

 A total of 153 workshops (a 12% increase from 2009) were delivered to 3,030 

children from elementary school classes, daycares and out of school programs  

 Worm composting bins were offered to schools at a subsidized rate. 

 For those classes who could not make it to the site, individual information sessions 

were held so that teachers could learn about composting and then teach it to their 

class. Comprehensive teaching modules were also made available through the GVCEC 

website 

 

Volunteer Program 

  A total of 105 volunteers (an increase of 

42% from 2009) collectively contributed 

1,909 hours to the GVCEC in 2010 

(equivalent to one full-time and one part-

time staff member at the Centre).  

 The Compost Educator Volunteer Training 

Program (CEP) was held three times in 

2010- in March, June and September-with 

a total number of 36 participants.    

 These trained volunteers helped to 

facilitate school programs and community 

outreach events, as well as assisting with 

site and garden creation and maintenance.   

 

Membership 

 The number of members at the end of 2010 was 369, consistent with 2009 numbers 

 Members receive two free courses annually from our Sustainable Home and Garden 

Workshop Series as well as 10% off of the products we sell 

 Members also receive our quarterly newsletter and 10% off of products at various 

Garden Centres in the CRD 

 We developed a new organizational membership for businesses and large groups 

which includes a free Composting Basics presentation for the workplace 
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Newsletter 

 

 The GVCEC‟s quarterly newsletter The Latest Dirt was again provided to members 

and available through our website. Articles for 2010 included „Soil in the City‟, „Plant 

a Row-Grow a Row‟ (new 2010 program to encourage gardeners to grow an extra row 

of food for those in need), „Alternatives to Peat Moss‟ and „Ode to No Dig 

Gardening‟. 

 

 

2.4 Fundraising 

 

In addition to funds received from the Capital Regional District, the following sources of 

funding were obtained: 

 City of Victoria Special Projects  

 Province of British Columbia 

 Vancity enviroFund  

 Victoria Foundation 

 HRDCS (Canada Student Summer Jobs Program) 

 LifeCycles Project Society 

 

Revenue from: 

 Organic Plant Sale  

 Plant starts and seeds for sale 

 Sales of composting and organic gardening related items 

 Workshops and presentations 

 Memberships 

 Donations  

 

Cash and in-kind donations from the following organizations:  

 Big Barn Garden Centre  

 Borden Mercantile 

 Ellice Recycle 

 Danica Nursery 

 Dig This 

 Fernwood Coffee 

 Fernwood Community Association 

 Garden Works 

 Little Elf Garden Centre 

 Meadow Oak Nursery 

 Monday Magazine  

 Soap Exchange 

 Thrifty Foods 
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3.0 Summary 

 

Throughout 2010, the Greater Victoria Compost Education Centre (GVCEC) continued to 

expand upon its programs and reached an even greater number of capital region residents. 

This was in large part due to the 6 paid staff, the 7 member volunteer Board of Directors, and 

over 100 volunteers.   

 

Each year, we aim to diversify the types of community events we attend in an attempt to reach 

different audiences and raise the profile of the GVCEC even further. Two major public events 

were significant highlights of 2010 which served to increase the public profile of the GVCEC. 

The Organic Plant Sale held in May highlights the importance of organic gardening and local 

food production, and the annual Pumpkin Smash held in November continued to raise 

awareness of the importance of keeping carved pumpkins and organic waste out of the 

landfill. The earned media from these events has served to significantly raise the profile of the 

Centre and its services, which can be seen in our increased numbers in most of our program 

areas. We have also increased our presence throughout the Gulf Islands, attending several 

festivals and educational events on Pender, Mayne and Salt Spring Island.   

 

We launched two new programs in 2010. Our first year of Plant a Row-Grow-a-Row, a 

program that encourages local gardeners to grow their own food along with an extra row to be 

donated to those in need, was very successful with 110 Kg of fresh produce donated to Our 

Place Society and Fernwood Best Babies Program. We also ran the first year of SLUGS: 

Sustainable Living and Urban Gardening Skills for Youth. Participants have attended 

workshops on designing a backyard food garden, building greenhouses, keeping chickens and 

rainwater harvesting to name just a few. The youth have grown a wide variety of food in their 

gardens, from annual fruits and vegetables to perennial root crops, cover crops and fruit trees 

and have shared their skills and expertise with their community and peers. 

 

We would particularly like to thank the CRD for its continued support in the form of printing 

services, raffle prize donation and research opportunities. The Green Cone Food Waste 

Digester Pilot Study was a tremendous success, the results of which were highlighted at the 

Coast Waste Management Association annual conference in Parksville in October.  

 

In addition to the funding support from the CRD, we received funding from the City of 

Victoria, the Province of British Columbia, VanCity, Victoria Foundation, LifeCycles and 

HRDC Summer Student job wage subsidy. Event fundraising for 2010 was a success with 

funds being raised at both the Organic Plant Sale and the Pumpkin Smash. We also 

experienced an increase in composter sales thanks in part to a bin sale held in collaboration 

with the Township of Esquimalt. We have had tremendous support throughout the community 

and we are grateful to the many businesses and individuals who supported us through cash 

and in-kind donations.  

 

In 2010, we saw increases in many program areas including an increase in the number of 

schools programs we presented, the number of workshops we delivered, the number of 

community events we attended and the number of volunteers participating in our programs. 

The GVCEC reached a total of 37,740 residents in 2010, an increase of 112% from 2005!  

Since 1992, the GVCEC has made over 312,825 contacts with CRD residents.  
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Comments from Members and CRD Residents 

 

Adult Education Programs: 

 

“People felt that they really learned something new they could apply to their lives, it was a 

good length and depth.” 

- Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Society, Host Program 

 

“I feel the students and I were completely engaged and Nashira made every effort and 

succeeded at completely explaining composting.” 

- Pacific Horticulture College 

 

“Excellent, will recommend to all our city staff.” 

- Anonymous 

 

Youth Education Programs: 

 

“Hands down, this was „the best‟ in-class workshop I have seen in my teaching career.” 

- Frank Hobbs Elementary 

 

“Lots of good local examples; very good presentation style; good variety of activities 

including hands-on; exactly what I asked for.” 

- Reynolds Secondary School Get REAL program 

 

Kids’ Education Programs: 

 

“Nashira had wonderful patience with the young children – her skills and abilities are 

remarkable.  As an educator in training I learned a lot by observing her and the children 

learned a lot about composting and worms.  The information was age-appropriate and the 

perfect length for attention spans of young children.  Dr. Wriggles captivated the majority of 

the children and educators present.” 

- Gingerbread Daycare 

 

“Covered all things about composting applicable to young students.” 

- Millstream Elementary 

 

Soil Sleuths: 

 

“My students loved it!  It was hands-on and they really liked solving the mystery.” 

- Glanford Middle School 

 

Kids Summer Camp: 

 

“The staff and volunteers were welcoming, positive, knowledgeable and engaging. The 

activities planned for the children were interesting and interactive.” 

- Parent of camp participant 



Greater Victoria Compost Education Centre Annual Report 2010 

 

 

  
Page 9 

 
  

 

“My kids had a great time, had lots to talk about when they came home and loved Dr. 

Wriggles!” 

- Parent of camp participant   

  

Volunteer Training Program: 

 
ά!ǿŜǎƻƳŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΤ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ L ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ млκмлΗέ 

- CEP participant 
 

“Fan-freaking ςtastic! The sessions were informative, fun and engaging. The weekend was 
ǿŜƭƭ Ǌǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘΦέ 

- CEP participant 
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APPENDIX: Background and Statistics 

 

 

A.1  Staff and Board of Directors 2010 

 

A.2  Mandate of Victoria Compost and Conservation Education Society 

 

A.3   Statistics 

 

1. On Site Workshops and Events  

2. Community Outreach (Mobile Demonstrations)  

3. Elementary Schools Program 

4. Advertising & Publicity  

 

 

 

A.1  Staff and Board of Directors 2010 

 

Victoria Compost & Conservation Education Society 

Board of Directors-2010 

 

Janet Hockin   -    President 

Gail Snider   -    Vice President (January-April) 

Timothy Taylor  -    Vice President (April-December) 

David Neate   -    Treasurer 

Natalie Cushing  -    Secretary 

Wendy Dunn   -    CRD Representative 

Thomas Maguire  -    Member at Large 

Bill McKechnie  -    Member at Large and FCA Representative 

  

 

 

 

Greater Victoria Compost Education Centre 

Staff – 2010 

 

Nadine Brodeur  -     Executive Director (January-July) 

Marika Smith  -     Volunteer & Office Manager (January-July)  

- Acting Executive Director (July-December) 

Nashira Birch   -     Education & Outreach Coordinator (January – December) 

Kim Watt   -     Site Manager & Compost Educator (January-December) 

Marion Wylie   -     Site & Program Assistant (January-July)  

- Volunteer and Office Manager (July-December) 

Cali    -     Site & Project Assistant Summer Intern (May-Septem 
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A.2  Mandate of Victoria Compost and Conservation Education Society 

 

The mandate of the Greater Victoria Compost Education Centre is to encourage composting 

& conservation: 

 

 By providing public education programs to the residents of Greater Victoria and 

surrounding regions in the areas of composting, organic gardening, and conservation. 

 

 By establishing a demonstration site to provide the public with an opportunity to observe 

and experience the various elements of composting, organic gardening, and conservation. 

 

 By providing a telephone hotline to answer general inquiries about composting, organic 

gardening, and conservation. 

 

 By actively soliciting membership in the society.  

 

 

 By utilizing volunteers in all aspects of the society's activities.  

 

 

A.3   Statistics 

 

A.3.1 On-Site Workshops and Events 

 

Date  Event      Number of Participants 

Feb 4-25 SLUGS Youth Thursday nights w/shops   14 

Feb 13  Composting Basics      9 

Feb 13  Planning Your Year Round Veggie Garden     16 

Feb 27  Mason Bees Part I      19 

Mar 6  Composting Basics      12 

Mar 6  Planning Your Year Round Veggie Garden     18 

Mar 13  Wriggling Worms for Kids     21 

Mar 27  Mason Bees Part I (Repeat)     20 

Mar 27  Planning Your Year Round Veggie Garden     18 

April 1  SLUGS: Befriending Weeds and Pests   5 

April 8  SLUGS: The Greenhouse Effect    5   

April 10 Basic Composting      14 

April 10 Advanced Composting     8 

April 15 SLUGS: Miscellaneous     3 

April 22 SLUGS: Planning a Food Forest    5 

April 24 SLUGS: Field trip      3 

April 29 SLUGS: Chickens in the City     5 

May 1  Basic Composting      6 

May 1  No Dig Veggie Gardening     15 

May 6  SLUGS: Gardening in Small Spaces    4 
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May 8  Grow the Best Tomatoes     18 

May 13 SLUGS: Food Forests and Tasty Trees   3 

May 15 Organic Islands Plant Sale     924 

May 20 SLUGS: Year Round Veggie Gardening   4 

May 27 SLUGS: Gardening for Market    4 

May 29 SLUGS: Field Trip      3  

May 29 Winter Veggie Gardening     18  

June 3  SLUGS: Saving Water in the Food Garden   7 

June 5  Basic Composting      18 

June 5  Grow the Best Brassicas     12 

June 10 SLUGS: Community Projects     3 

June 10-12 Compost Educator Volunteer Training Program  11 

June 17 SLUGS: Seed Saving      5 

June 19 Build the Best Soil      12 

June 25 PAR GAR: Planning a Year-Round Garden   8 

June 26 Gardening in Small Spaces     11 

July 3  Food Preservation      14 

July 7  PAR GAR: Winter Gardening     11 

July 8  SLUGS: Honey Bees      2 

July 13  SLUGS: Diggers 1      13 

July 14  SLUGS: Diggers 2      10 

July 15  SLUGS: Diggers 3      11 

July 15  SLUGS: Work Party      3 

July 16  SLUGS: Diggers 4      12 

July 22  SLUGS: Papermaking      5 

July 24  Chickens in the City      15 

July 29  SLUGS: Cover Crops      7 

August 4 SLUGS: Pathway Project     9 

August 4 SLUGS: VIRCS 1      7 

August 7 Composting Basics      8 

August 9-13 SLUGS: Summer Camp     15 

August 12 SLUGS: Future of Farming     12 

August 19 SLUGS: Work Party      3 

August 19 SLUGS: VIRCS 2      12 

August 24 SLUGS: Canning      7 

August 26 SLUGS: Herbalism      2 

Sept 2  SLUGS: Fall Prep      2 

Sept 9  SLUGS: Native Plant Gardens    2 

Sept 11 Composting Basics      5 

Sept 11 Basics of Honey Bee Keeping    15 

Sept 16 SLUGS: Cheese      9 

Sept 18 Chickens in the City      10 

Sept 23 SLUGS: Pathway Project Sooke    7 

Sept 25 Seed Saving       13 

Sept 26  SLUGS: Harvest Party     28 

Sept28  SLUGS: Power to Be      12 

Sept 30-Oct 2Compost Educator Training Program    18 
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Oct 8  SLUGS       13 

Oct 16  Composting Basics      13 

Oct 16  Grow the Best Garlic      17 

Oct 19  Grow the Best Garlic      7 

Oct 23  Bread Making       6 

Nov 2  SLUGS       13 

Nov 13  Composting Basics      6 

Nov 13  Propagating Food Plants     11 

Nov 18  Plant Propagation      11 

Nov 18  SLUGS       10 

Nov 20  Mason Bees       8 

Nov 20  Soil Building       8 

Nov 21  Bowker Creek Sheet Mulching    5 

Nov 27  Garden Building      5 

Dec 1  Plant Propagation      10 

Dec 5  Healing with Herbs      18 

 

     Total     1,746 

 

 

A.3.2. Mobile Demonstrations (Community Outreach) 

Date  Event      Number of Participants 

Jan 11  Oak Bay High SLUGS info session    6 

Jan 11  Oak Bay High Leadership Club SLUGS    100 

Feb 11  Seedy Saturday      700 

Feb 11  Seedy Saturday Kids' Room     182 

Mar 11  MEEP Celebrations and Volunteer Fair   48 

Mar 11  Healthy Living, Healthy Planet Expo    92 

Apr 11  Esquimalt Bin Sale      242 

Apr 11  Creatures of Habitat      250 

Apr 11 Ministry of Rural and Community Development/  

Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts   55  

Apr 11  Bay Centre Earth Day Event     45 

Apr 11  Compost Open House      260 

April 23-25 Spring Home Expo      792 

Apr 11  Food Day       90 

Apr 11  Earth Walk       189 

Apr 11  Know Your Food      50 

Apr 11  Westshore Plant Sale      33 

May 11 Selkirk Waterfront Festival     465 

May 11 Sidney Health Fair      60 

May 11 ICC Local Food Festival: Defending Our Backyards  250 

Jun 11  World Oceans Day      77 

Jun 11  James Bay Community Picnic    48 

Jun 11  Fernfest       99 

Jun 11  CFB Esquimalt Environment Fair    100 

Jun 11  Parkside Resort Sustainability Expo    70 
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July 10-11 Organic Islands Festival     610 

Jul 11  Moss Street Paint In      136 

Jul 11  James Bay Market      90 

Aug 11  Pecha Kucha       200 

Aug 11  North Saanich Farm Market     90 

Aug 11  Camossung Pit Cook Sampler and Community Picnic 60 

Sep 11  Sooke Fall Fair      75 

Sep 11  Conservation Connection     100 

Sept 18-19 Saltspring Island Fall Fair     367 

Sep 11  Hartland Happening      382 

Sep 11  Uvic Sustainability Fair     14 

Sep 11  ICA Diversity Health Fair     149 

Sep 11  Eat Here Now       392 

Oct 11  CWMA Conference Presentation    150 

Oct 11  Special Recycling Day     70 

Oct 11  Saanich Nutrition Fair and Feast    100 

Nov 6-7 Pumpkin Smash      1117 

Nov 11  Clean Bin Project Film Screening    200 

 

     Total     8,605 

 

 

A.3.3. Schools Outreach Program  

Date  School      Number of Participants 

Jan 11  Sydney Elementary School     22 

Jan 11  Sydney Elementary School     22 

Jan 11  Sydney Elementary School     22 

Jan 11  Pender Island Garden Club     65 

Jan 11  Tillicum Elementary      20 

Jan 11  Chabad Preschool      12 

Jan 11  St. Margaret's Junior School     12 

Jan 11  Montessori – Fairburn      24 

Jan 11  Hans Helegson Elementary     19 

Jan 11  Hans Helegson Elementary     21 

Jan 11  Hans Helegson Elementary     20 

Jan 11  Glanford       26 

Feb 11  Chabad Preschool      14 

Feb 11  Tillicum Elementary      25 

Feb 11  Craigflower Elementary     21 

Feb11  Pacific Rim College       11 

Feb 11  UVic ES Course      16 

Feb 11  Gonzales Preschool      22 

Feb 11  Frank Hobbs       20 

Feb 11  Frank Hobbs       20 

Feb 11  Frank Hobbs       23 

Feb 11  ICA Youth group      16 

Feb 11  Torquay Elementary      22 
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Feb 11  Frank Hobbs       25 

Feb 11  Maria Montessori Academy      22 

Feb 11  Frank Hobbs       21 

Feb 11  Mt. Douglas Secondary     11 

Feb 11  Glanford       26 

Mar 11  Scouts Canada Beavers     20 

Mar 11  St Margaret's Junior School     11 

Mar 11  Brentwood Elementary     29 

Mar 11  Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation  10 

Mar 11  Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Society  16 

Mar 11  Lochside Elementary      24 

Mar 11  Lochside Elementary      22 

Mar 11  Sir James Douglas Elementary    29 

Mar 11  Margaret Jenkins Elementary     18 

Mar 11  Margaret Jenkins Elementary     24 

Mar 11  Margaret Jenkins Elementary     15 

Mar 11  Pacifica Housing Advisory Association    4 

Mar 11  Dancing Bears Family Day Care plus 2 day cares  17 

Apr 11  Pacific Christian School     17 

Apr 11  Vic West Elementary/GWDC     14 

Apr 11  Deep Cove Elementary School    21 

Apr 11  Cridge Center for the Family     12 

Apr 11  McCauley Elementary School    23 

Apr 11  Shoreline Middle School Life Skills Program  14 

Apr 11  Vancouver Island Family Daycare Society   22 

Apr 11  Vancouver Island Family Daycare Society   7 

Apr 11  Sydney Preschool      19 

Apr 11  Sydney Elementary School     24 

Apr 11  Mosaic Learning Center     5 

Apr 11  Ruth King Elementary     26 

Apr 11  Ruth King Elementary     26 

Apr 11  Essencia       5 

Apr 11  Township of Esquimalt     14 

Apr 11  Roger's Day Care      19 

Apr 11  Butterfly Corner Day Care     11 

Apr 11  George Jay Elementary      16 

Apr 11  ICA ESL class       20 

Apr 11  Countryside Preschool     20 

Apr 11  Countryside Preschool     20 

Apr 11  Countryside Preschool     20 

May 11 Eagleview Elementary     32 

May 11 Eagleview Elementary     21 

May 11 Eagleview Elementary     32 

May 11 Cloverdale Traditional School    25 

May 11 Campus View Elementary     24 

May 11 Campus View Elementary     25 

May 11 Campus View Elementary     19 
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May 11 Gonzalez Preschool      14 

May 11 South Park Family School     27 

May 11 Shoreline Community Middle School   15 

May 11 South Park Family School     27 

May 11 Shoreline Community Middle School   15 

May 11 Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Society   16 

May 11 Camosun Environmental Technology   13 

May 11 Camosun Environmental Technology   13 

May 11 Camosun Environmental Technology   13 

May 11 Township of Esquimalt     8 

May 11 Intercultural Association     24 

May 11 Intercultural Association     6 

May 11 St. Patrick's Elementary School     13 

May 11 Kids Club       19 

May 11 Brentwood Place      3 

Jun 11  Montessori Educare Preschool    32 

Jun 11  Gingerbread Preschool     15 

Jun 11  Cordova Bay Elementary     23 

Jun 11  Cordova Bay Elementary     23 

Jun 11  Springridge Early Childhood Centre    13 

Jun 11  Craigflower Elementary     13 

Jun 11  Legislative Assembly of BC     15 

Jun 11  Highland District Community    14 

Jun 11  ICA        15 

Jun 11  Oaklands Community Centre     12 

Jun 11  Township of Esquimalt     8 

Jul 11  St.Michaels University School    24 

Jul 11  St.Mike Forest and First Nations    24 

Jul 11  Cloverdale Osc      23 

Jul 11  Cloverdale Osc      23 

Jul 11  James Bay Youth Program     18 

Jul 11  James Bay Youth Program     15 

Jul 11  Crystal Pool Summer Camp     18 

Jul 11  Cridge Centre       15 

Jul 11  Day Camp       22 

Jul 11  English Second Language     15 

Jul 11  Uvic out of School Care     13 

Aug 11  Saltspring Island Day Care Centre    17 

Aug 11  Camp Colossal      23 

Aug 11  Farmers Institute of Saltspring    26 

Aug 11  Burnside Gorge OSC      16 

Sep 11  Oak and Orca summer program    4 

Sep 11  Office of the Auditor General     7 

Sep 11  Horticulture Center of the Pacific    13 

Sep 11  West-mont Elementary     27 

Sep 11  West-mont Elementary     34 

Sep 11  Frank Hobbs Elementary     37 
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Sep 11  Frank Hobbs Elementary     22 

Sep 11  Frank Hobbs Elementary     37 

Sep 11  Frank Hobbs Elementary     22 

Sep 11  Lochside Elementary      26 

Sep 11  Lochside Elementary      27 

Oct 11  St. Patricks       28 

Oct 11  St. Patricks       26 

Oct 11  ICA         13 

Oct 11  ICA         11 

Oct 11  Margaret Jenkins Elementary     23 

Oct 11  Margaret Jenkins Elementary     19 

Oct 11  Wishart Elementary      24 

Oct 11  Wishart Elementary      24 

Oct 11  Wishart Elementary      24 

Oct 11  Sidney Preschool      16 

Oct 11  Sidney Preschool      20 

Oct 11  Mitchell       13 

Oct 11  Cordova Bay Elementary      23 

Oct 11  Cordova Bay Elementary      22 

Oct 11  Lochside Elementary      23 

Oct 11  Lochside Elementary      24 

Oct 11  Frank Hobbs Elementary     29 

Oct 11  Frank Hobbs Elementary     26 

Oct 11  Doncaster Elementary      23 

Oct 11  Glendale Gardens      10 

Oct 11  Logan Kwan-Ashbourne     18 

Oct 11  Salt Spring Public Workshop     30 

Oct 11  Salt Spring Centre School     20 

Oct 11  Salt Spring Centre School     17 

Nov 11  Pender Island School Spring Leaves    23 

Nov 11  Elizabeth Buckley School     15 

Nov 11  Frank Hobbs Elementary School    30 

Nov 11  Frank Hobbs Elementary     29 

Nov 11  Frank Hobbs Elementary     26 

Nov 11  John Muir Elementary     27 

Nov 11  T'Sou-ke Nation      9 

Nov 11  Sir James Douglas Teachers (Pro D day)   16 

 

     Total     3,030 

 

A.3.4. Paid Media Coverage 

         

Date   Media      Details    

All Year  Telus SuperPages    Directory Advertising   

All Year  Telus SuperPages Internet   Directory Advertising 

All Year   Greater Victoria Phone Book   Directory Advertising 

All Year   CanPages     Directory Advertising 
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May 2010  Monday Magazine    Organic Plant Sale Promo 

June 2010  Island Parent Magazine   Ad for Kids Summer Camp 

Aug-Oct  Island Parent Magazine   Ad for Kids Green Birthday Party 

 

 

 

A.3.5 Earned Media Coverage 

 

Date                    Media         Details    

Jan-Feb 2010 YES Magazine Bio-Bag Article-Promote Centre 

January 13, 2010 CBC Radio Promote Slugs Program 

January 13, 2010 C-Fax 1070 Promote Slugs Program 

January 14, 2010 Pender Post Promote Composting Basics workshop 

Feb 3, 2010  Times Colonist Article Camosun College Green Cone Initiative 

Feb 21, 2010 Times Colonist Article Steve Carey SLUGS Article 

Feb 24, 2010 Black Press Seedy Saturday Article/Photo 

March 21, 2010 Times Colonist Mason Bees/GVCEC Article 

March 2010 FNRG Village Vibe GVCEC Events/Plant a Row Grow a 

Row Article 

March 2010 Hillside Quadra 

Community News 

GVCEC Volunteer Program Article 

March 2010 City of Victoria Nature 

News  

Compost Open House Event/Earth Week 

March 2010 VIRCS Multicultural 

Environmental Education 

Program “The Leaflet” 

Photo of youth visiting the GVCEC 

April 2010 PSS Creatures of Habitat Promote Composting Basics workshop 

April 2010 FNRG Newsletter Promote Compost Ed Centre/SLUGS 

April 2010 Monday Magazine GVCEC Events/Workshops 

April 2010 Island Parent Magazine SLUGS Promotion 

May 2010 FNRG Village Vibe GVCEC Events/Plant a Row Grow a 

Row Article 

May 14, 2010 Monday Magazine City 

Guide 

Mason Bee Article 

May 17, 2010 A-Channel On The Island Sponsor for PAR-GAR* Promo 

June 3, 2010 A-Channel On The Island Sponsor for PAR-GAR* Promo 

June 12
- 
25, 2010  A-Channel On The Island Sponsor for PAR-GAR* Promo 

July 2010 Salt Spring Island 

newspaper 

Promoting upcoming composting basics 

workshop 

July 2010 Organic Islands blog Article on green cone, referencing 

GVCEC and featuring pic of our green 

cone with signs 

August 16, 2010  Bio-Plastics Article-Steve 

Carey 

Times Colonist 

Article discussing 

biodegradable/compostable bags 

August 16, 2010 Bio-Plastics Article-  Article discussing 
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Leader-Post Saskatchewan biodegradable/compostable bags 

August 16, 2010 Bio-Plastics Article-

Vancouver Sun 

Article discussing 

biodegradable/compostable bags 

August 16, 2010 Bio-Plastics Article-New 

Brunswick Newspaper 

Article discussing 

biodegradable/compostable bags 

August 25, 2010 CFAX 1070 Marika Smith 

with Adam Stirling 

 

Interview promoting GVCEC and 

educating about compostable bags for 

home composters 

September 2010 Hillside Quadra News Article promoting GVCEC and Plant a 

Row-Grow a Row campaign 

Fall 2010 Hillside Quadra Community     

Newsletter– A Gardening 

Project   for those in Need 

Article 

Promoting Grow-a-Row campaign 

October 2010 Elizabeth White, Earth 

Festival Society 

Promoting Composting Basics with 

Nashira 

November 6-7 A-Channel Television News crew covered Pumpkin Smash 

event for Saturday evening news 

November 6-7 Chek-6 Television News crew covered Pumpkin Smash 

for Saturday evening news 

November 6-7 Jack FM (Hillside) 

community cruisers  

Attended Pumpkin Smash with cut-ins 

on-air to advertise event 

November 2010 Cool FM, Jack FM, the Zone 

and C-Fax 1070 

Promoted Pumpkin Smash on radio 

November 6-7 Times Colonist Photos of Pumpkin Smash were posted 

online and in the Nov 9
th

 paper. 

November 25 

 

Essence-UVic 

Environmental Newsletter 

Article promoting SLUGS for Youth 

Urban Agriculture program 

October-December 2010 

(Websites who 

promoted us) 

 BC Living Website 

 Village 900 Website  

 CRD Website 

 Play in Victoria 

Website 

 CFAX 1070 Website  

 

*PAR-GAR-Plant a Row-Grow a Row 

 

http://www.cfax1070.com/personality.php?personalityId=32

